
Leading economic growth
Building resilient communities
Creating opportunities 



Separating Myth From Reality
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Myth:
Wyoming’s Economy is 
doing fine.
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Reality: We are in long-term Decline.
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Reality: We are in long-term Decline.
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Reality: We are in long-term Decline.
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3 out of 4 people say 
their local economy is 
stagnant or in decline.
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Cost of living & housing 
availability top the 
list of concerns.
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MYTH:
The Wyoming “Boomerang”



12Reality: It is a small Boomerang
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MYTH:
The State is Broke.
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Reality:
We have 
Significant 
Savings.

Item Amount

Rainy day funds
Wyoming 2024 $1.496 billion

Days covered by 
rainy day funds in 

Wyoming
302.2 days

Days covered by 
rainy day funds in 

Alaska
144.4 days

1 day of spending 
in WY $4.95 million

If Wyoming had 
145 days of rainy 

day funds
(1 day more than 

Alaska)

$717.8 million

Difference that 
could be used in 

Wyoming if it had 
145 days of savings

$778.1 million
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We want investment in 
foundational elements, splitting 
priorities between job creation 
(50%) & infrastructure 
development (44%). 
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MYTH:
Most people don’t 
want Wyoming to 
grow.
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Reality:
More 
Wyomingites 
support growth 
than you think.
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Nearly two-thirds (65%) of us 
support population growth if it 
means more opportunities for our 
family, friends & neighbors.
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8 out of 10 people want their 
community to take strong action 
to grow jobs + the economy.
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9 out of 10 of us agree that 
keeping & attracting young 
people is essential to our future.
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MYTH:
Nobody wants taxes to 
increase.
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Reality:
You might be surprised.
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MYTH:
Low Taxes increase 
Economic Activity.



REALITY:
Our fiscal system incentivizes 
decline. 
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Myth:
We shouldn’t do anything 
that will create more 
problems.



REALITY:
Perfect solutions 
don’t exist, but we 
can get better at 
solving problems by 
solving problems.
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Understand why 
the problem is 

happening

Design and Test Potential 
Solutions: Policy, 

Leadership, Investment

Find and activate the 
people who feel the 
problem and can do 
something about it

See what 
happens

Gain knowhow, 
people, and 
resources

Identify a 
problem that 

matters
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MYTH:
We have time to fix this.
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Not enough 
workers

Workers 
leave

Jobs 
decrease

Businesses 
leave

Lots of 
workers

Businesses 
increase

Jobs 
increase

Workers 
increase

The vicious cycle 
in Wyoming

The virtuous 
cycle in cities

Jobs

Workers

Reality:  It is an Urgent Situation
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We are mandating 
change.
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Myth:
Nobody knows 
what to do.
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People want local government & 
the private sector to lead 
economic growth.
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To Return & retain our youth, we 
must create opportunities for 
them to thrive here.
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We need a 
bigger pie
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nearly half (45%) of us doubt our 
community’s current capacity to 
manage & sustain growth.
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MYTH:
The Silent Majority Exists
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Reality: Silence isn’t working
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MYTH:
There isn’t much I can do
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Reality:
Leaders Need support, you can give it to them.
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myth:
Nobody is willing to lead.
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Reality:

WE ARE!




	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41
	Slide Number 42
	Slide Number 43
	Slide Number 44

