
Leading economic growth
Building resilient communities
Creating opportunities 



Separating Myth From Reality
From Boom to Bust: Getting real about the 
economy
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Myth:
Wyoming’s Economy is 
doing fine.
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Reality: We are in long-term Decline.
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Reality: We are in long-term Decline.
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Reality: We are in long-term Decline.
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Reality:
Rural Wyoming is Caught in a vicious Cycle.
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Reality:
Rural Wyoming is Caught in a vicious Cycle.
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MYTH:
The State is Broke.
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Reality:
We have 
Significant 
Savings.

Item Amount

Rainy day funds
Wyoming 2024 $1.496 billion

Days covered by 
rainy day funds in 

Wyoming
302.2 days

Days covered by 
rainy day funds in 

Alaska
144.4 days

1 day of spending 
in WY $4.95 million

If Wyoming had 
145 days of rainy 

day funds
(1 day more than 

Alaska)

$717.8 million

Difference that 
could be used in 

Wyoming if it had 
145 days of savings

$778.1 million
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MYTH:
Most people don’t 
want Wyoming to 
grow.
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Reality:
More 
Wyomingites 
support growth 
than you think.
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MYTH:
Nobody wants taxes to 
increase.
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Reality:
You might be surprised.
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Myth:
We shouldn’t do anything 
that will create more 
problems.



REALITY:
Perfect solutions 
don’t exist, but we 
can get better at 
solving problems by 
solving problems.
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Understand why 
the problem is 

happening

Design and Test Potential 
Solutions: Policy, 

Leadership, Investment

Find and activate the 
people who feel the 
problem and can do 
something about it

See what 
happens

Gain knowhow, 
people, and 
resources

Identify a 
problem that 

matters
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Myth:
Nobody knows 
what to do.
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Understand why 
the problem is 

happening

Design and Test Potential 
Solutions: Policy, 

Leadership, Investment

Find and activate the 
people who feel the 
problem and can do 
something about it

See what 
happens

Gain knowhow, 
people, and 
resources

Identify a 
problem that 

matters

REALITY:
WE Know.
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Reality:
We Know.
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reality:
We Know.
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MYTH:
We have time to fix this.
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Reality:
It is an Urgent Situation
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mYTH:
Nobody is willing to lead.



24

Reality:

WE ARE!
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