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Western States Community Resource Team Assessment 
Mini-Grant Application

If your Montana, or Wyoming community has completed a community assessment, you may be eligible for a project mini-grant to support your efforts to implement recommendations from the assessment.

CRITERIA
1) Your community has been selected to participate in Ripple Effects Mapping participatory evaluation process.
			AND
2) You have a project that will benefit your whole community, which you would like to complete within the coming year.
3) This project is related to the outcomes of your resource team assessment. 
4) A mini-grant of up to $1,000 would help you accomplish this project.
a. Approved stand-alone projects will be awarded up to a $500 mini-grant. 
b. Approved collaborative projects, which clearly demonstrate partnerships and/or additional funding, will be awarded up to a $1,000 mini-grant (see examples on page 3).  
5) Projects can be completed within a year. 

Grant applications are accepted on an open cycle and will be reviewed by members of the Western Community Assessment Network Mini-Grant Committee.  Funding decisions are generally made within 30 days of application, but please indicate if your project is time sensitive.

Complete applications can be submitted electronically to Elizabeth Sloan, 
program outreach coordinator, at esloan@uidaho.edu.


This project is supported by a grant received by the University of Idaho 
through USDA’s Agriculture and Food Research Initiative (AFRI) of the 
National Institute of Food and Agriculture, Grant #2016-10945. 
It is part of the AFRI Foundational program.		


APPLICATION
1) Contact information
a) Organization name
b) Contact name
c) Address
d) E-mail address
e) Phone number

2) Your community’s assessment history
a) When was your Community Resource Team Assessment completed?	
b) Briefly describe how your community has taken action on recommendations included in the assessment. 

3) About your proposed project (2 page limit)
a) Briefly describe your organization and its current activities.
b) Describe, in detail, the community project you would like funded by the mini-grant.
c) How does this project relate to the results of your community assessment?
d) How do you anticipate this project will benefit your community?
e) To qualify for the uppermost funding level, describe how the project involves two or more organizations and engages youth or other residents in planning and implementation.

4) Project budget and timeline
a) How long will the project take to complete?
b) Please provide an itemized budget for the mini-grant (a Microsoft Word or Excel document will work best). If the mini-grant is supporting part of a larger effort, please describe that effort and other sources of support.
c) Who will be the fiscal agent for the project funds (it is recommended that the fiscal agent be a nonprofit organization, educational institution, or governmental body)?

5) Additional comments. (1 page limit)
Please tell us anything else you would like us to know about the project, your community, or your organization.




WHAT WE WANT TO FUND
a) Projects that benefit youth, seniors/elders, people with disabilities or the community as a whole.  A bench, a bike rack, a mural or landscaping in a public place – all are a good fit for these funds. 
b) We encourage involvement from a range of residents and organizations representing different ages, incomes and perspectives – collaborative projects are eligible for up to $500 more than non-collaborative projects.  Examples:  working with youth, the library and community volunteers from, build little free libraries; a community clean-up event and celebration; or start a community garden, farmers market, or cardboard construction competition (imagination.org/our-projects/cardboard-challenge/).
 

WHAT WE DO NOT FUND
a) Individuals.
b) Debt retirement, operating deficits or after-the-fact support.
c) Direct or grassroots lobbying.
d) Expenses, including travel expenses to attend conferences, workshops, events or symposia.
e) Routine operating/administrative expenses for organizations.
f) Public, Private or parochial education institutions (including their foundations) except in special circumstances when support is essential to programs/projects that meet community needs and are not considered standard educational services.
g) Programs addressing specific diseases or health conditions or other special-interest organizations, except when such support significantly benefits the disadvantaged.
h) One-time fundraising events or fundraising campaigns.
i) Organizations or projects that unlawfully discriminate against anybody for any reason.
j) Hospitals (including their foundations) and governmental agencies except in special circumstances when support is essential to programs/projects that meet community needs.
k) Programs with religious content. In considering applications for funding from faith-based organizations we will apply the following criteria:
· The program or service to be funded must be open to all members of the community (not just members of the particular faith community applying for funding)
· In the course of providing programs or services, faith-based organizations cannot proselytize, nor require clients to participate in or adopt any specific religious practice or belief.
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