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ACCOLADES

Statistics and Rankings from 2012-2016

B u s i n e s s  C l i m at e :
Third for New Business Startup Activity
Source:  Kauffman Foundation - 2016

Sixth Best State for Business
Source:  24/7 Wall Street - 2016

Seventh Best Economic Performance (2004-2014)
Source:  American Legislative Exchange Council - 2016

Most Business Friendly Tax Climate
Source:  Tax Foundation - 2015, 2016, 2017

Third Lowest State/Local Tax Burden  
in the Country (FY2012)
Source:  Tax Foundation - 2015, 2016

Eighth Best Pro-Business State
Source:  Pollina - 2015

Third Best Business Climate
Source:  U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation - 2015

Sixth Top State for Growth and  
Economic Performance
Source:  U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation - 2015

Fifth in Smaller States Main Street Entrepreneurship 
Source: Kauffman Foundation - 2015

Best State to Start a Business 
Source: GoBankingRates.com - 2016

W o r k f o r c e :
 
First in Mountain Region Workforce Development
Source:  Site Selection Magazine - 2016

I n n o vat i o n :
Top 15 Finalist in Community Impact Awards
(Underwriters Laboratory Recruitment)
Source:  Trade & Industry Development Magazine - 2015

Top Five Award of Excellence for Warehouse  
and Distribution (2015)
Source: Expansion Solutions Magazine - 2016

E c o n o m i c  I n d i c at o r s :
Lowest Foreclosure Rate (2nd Quarter, 2015)
Source:  Assets and Opportunity Scorecard - 2016

Second Per Capita Income Growth (2004-2014)
Source:  U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation - 2015

Fourth Gross State Product Growth (2004-2014)
Source:  U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation - 2015

E d u c at i o n :
 
Best Education System Among Western States
Source:  Education Week - 2016

#8 Best Education System Nationally
Source:  Education Week - 2016

UW #9 for Best Value College
Source:  Forbes - 2015

Q u a l i t y  o f  L i f e :
Best State to Make a Living  
Source:  MoneyRates.com - 2016

Best State to Retire
Source:  Bankrate - 2016

Fifth Highest in Well-Being
Source:  Gallup-Healthways Well-Being Index - 2015

Fifth Lowest Poverty Rate for Children 
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau - 2015

S tat e  M a n a g e m e n t:
AAA Issuer Credit Rating 
Source:  Standard and Poor’s - 2014, 2015, 2016

Second Best Run State in the Country
Source:  24/7 Wall Street - 2014, 2015

Second Highest Rate of Confidence in  
State Government - 76% (2015)
Source:  Gallup - 2016

http://taxfoundation.org/article/2017-state-business-tax-climate-index
http://taxfoundation.org/article/annual-state-local-tax-burden-ranking-fy-2011
http://www.pollina.com/top10/Top-10-Pro-Business-States-2015.pdf
http://247wallst.com/special-report/2016/02/17/the-best-and-worst-states-for-business-2/2/
http://www.alec.org/publications/rich-states-poor-states/
http://www.uschamberfoundation.org/enterprisingstates/#map/all/wy/
http://www.uschamberfoundation.org/enterprisingstates/#map/all/wy/
http://www.kauffman.org/microsites/kauffman-index/rankings/state
http://www.kauffman.org/microsites/kauffman-index/rankings/state
http://247wallst.com/special-report/2014/12/03/the-best-and-worst-run-states-in-america-a-survey-of-all-50-3/2/
http://www.gallup.com/poll/189281/illinois-residents-least-confident-state-government.aspx
http://www.tradeandindustrydev.com/tid/cici-awards/2015-cici-awards-community-impact-category-10120
http://www.bankrate.com/finance/retirement/best-states-for-retirement-1.aspx?ic_id=most_shared_default
http://www.well-beingindex.com/alaska-leads-u.s.-states-in-well-being-for-first-time
http://www.census.gov
http://www.money-rates.com/research-center/the-best-states-for-making-a-living-2015.html
http://siteselection.com/issues/2016/jan/workforce-development.cfm
http://scorecard.assetsandopportunity.org/latest/state/wy
http://www.uschamberfoundation.org/enterprisingstates/#map/all/wy/
http://www.uschamberfoundation.org/enterprisingstates/#map/all/wy/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/laurenfeiner/2015/07/29/best-value-colleges-2015-top-25-best-colleges-for-the-money/
http://www.edweek.org/ew/qc/2016/2016-state-report-cards-map.html?intc=EW-QC16-LFTNAV
http://www.edweek.org/ew/qc/2016/2016-state-report-cards-map.html?intc=EW-QC16-LFTNAV
http://expansionsolutionsmagazine.com/awardsofexcellence_2015
https://www.gobankingrates.com/personal-finance/10-best-worst-states-entrepreneurs/



