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Wyoming has a reputation as one of the most natural 
resource-rich geographies in the world, and for good reason.  
It is the #1 national producer of coal, bentonite, trona (soda 
ash), and uranium.  

It ranks second in rare earth, third in natural gas production, 
and seventh in crude oil production.  In fact, an amazing 
40 percent of U.S. coal is from Wyoming, as well as over 
50 percent of uranium reserves. Wyoming is also the largest 
U.S. exporter of coal, uranium, oil and gas.   
(Source: U.S. Energy Information Administration)

Value-Added Mindset
Wyoming is laser-focused on exploring new and 
innovative ways to add values to its raw materials.  

In a partnership that is uncommon in other places but 
typical for Wyoming, researchers, legislators, and business 
people are working together to unearth new technologies. 
Two demonstrative examples include:

• The Wyoming Business Council, Idaho National 
Laboratory (INL), and the University of Wyoming School 
of Energy Resources have partnered to research the 
viability of transforming the state’s raw energy resources 
into higher value products.

• The “Feasibility of Siting Coal Gasification and Synfuels 
Plants in Wyoming” study conducted by the Wyoming 
Business Council, the Idaho National Laboratory, the 
University of Wyoming, and the Wyoming Geological 
Survey reduces time and costs for companies considering 
coal gasification and/or natural gas conversion plants in 
Wyoming.
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Several large energy projects are on the horizon 
in Wyoming, including coal gasification, wind 
energy generation and transmission, and natural gas 
liquefaction.  Another example: there are currently two 
uranium mines in production in the state; three more 
are in the construction/permitting phase.

Positive Regulatory Support
The State of Wyoming has worked hard to create 
a regulatory environment that reflects its strong 
commitment to energy and mining.  In addition, many 
Wyoming companies take advantage of the industrial 
revenue bonds from the state. For more information 
on industrial revenue bonds, visit our website.

And in Wyoming, the legislators and even the 
Governor are just a phone call away.  The entire state is 
focused on helping its businesses prosper and thrive.  

Wyoming companies employ about 10,000 
employees in the mining industry. 

Local employers report a high-quality and 
productive work force, especially in the 
following areas of expertise:   

 • Mechanics 
 • Electricians 
 • Engineers 
 • Welders

Community College branches are located 
throughout the state and provide financial 
assistance with training:  

 • Hathaway Scholarship 
 • Industry Training Programs

Labor Force Skills & Training 
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